BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN

Friday 28th September
2018

Dear Parent,
It would be a fair question for parents to ask on days like today, “What do
you do during INSET?”
Each INSET day is different but essentially they are training days for staff.
Sometimes that training is based on national initiatives whilst at other times
the training deals with priorities identified by the school.
Let me give you an outline of what we have looked at today. The morning
started with a quiz for all staff on a document called ‘Keeping Children
Safe in Education’. This is a document that all staff working with children up
and down the country needed to read at the beginning of this term as it
has recently been updated. Our staff have already read it, but as always,
it is good to ensure that people are refreshed in the key information.
Following that we had a brief slot on GDPR. Whilst we have already had
various inputs before and since the GDPR legislation came into being,
again reminders and refreshers are helpful to ensure that we protect and
use data appropriately.
The majority of the morning was spent looking at a potential new system to
track pupil progress. The programme being looked at not only measures
academic progress, but far more holistically, measuring a pupil’s progress
in amongst other things, therapeutic goals, in independence, resilience
and with regards to behaviour goals.
After lunch we considered the role of various staff who support within the
classroom. We are very fortunate here to have excellent staff working in
this role, but it is always good to ask the question, are there ways of
working, further approaches we could take, to maximise the learning
opportunities for the children.
The day finished, as does every Friday afternoon here, with various staff
sitting together to co-plan next week’s learning. The benefits of doing this
collectively are immense and it hugely enriching that teachers are not
simply planning in isolation, but doing so with input from therapists and
teaching assistants. It was a good day!
Finally can I remind you that on Monday we have colleagues from OHCAT
supporting us in delivering a ‘Digital Discovery Day’. A fantastic day of
technologically based learning activities are planned with some wonderful
resources on hand to facilitate this. I’m sure the pupils will benefit greatly.
Yours sincerely,

Principal

BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN
Neptune:
This week we have continued our learning on the slave trade and the boys were
able to explain who the key people were in the abolition of the slave trade and
what part they played in it. We also discussed whether we agreed that William
Wilberforce was the most important person in the abolition. In Maths, we have
continued working on place value which will give us a solid grounds to work with
operations next week. In English, we have been looking at persuasive writing and
we introduced this with debating. The boys particularly enjoyed the ‘vote with
your feet’ starter game, it gave us some quite interesting insight! The boys had
another great session at K2 where they continue to work on their next badge. In
Art, we have begun work on learning different styles of print. Our first attempt will
be calligraphy. We are looking forward to digital day next week!
Titan:
Titan have had a wonderful week again. We have been looking at a
range of poetry and identifying different literary devices that are used
within them. The boys have been able to identify which have been their
favourites from a selection and most have been able to justify why they
have chosen them. In Maths, we have been looking at fractions and
decimals. We have continued our topic work by creating hero masks
and have discussed crime and punishment. As always, the majority of
boys were a delight whilst offsite at the swimming lesson.

Mars:
This week in Mars class we have continued to consolidate our investigations into
place value as well as introducing the rounding of numbers to the nearest 10
and 100. We created a number line on the classroom floor and estimated where
we thought each number would go. We then jumped to the ten or hundred that
the number would round to - it was great fun!
For English we have been using a story mountain framework. Initially we looked
at traditional tales such as Red Riding Hood and Jack and the Bean Stalk. We
then de-constructed them into a story mountain sheet to list the characters and
settings enabling us to find the introduction, build up, problem, resolution and
ending. This then informed our own story planning and in this week’s Big Write we
began to write our own exciting stories about our super hero.
For drama this week, we used our knowledge of the story of Buddha to create a
film of his life. We dressed up and all took part in playing different parts that we
filmed using the IPad, it was great fun to see ourselves on the big screen!
In history we learned about crime and punishment during Tudor times and
compared this to what we learnt about the Romans and the Anglo-Saxons, we
decided that we are definitely glad that we were not born in these tortuous
times! We are all looking forward to next week’s trip to The Clink Museum where
we will get to see some of the items used in real life.
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Mercury:
This week, Mercury have had a very positive week. In English, we did a big write task
based on their favourite superheroes. The boys came up with some wonderful
descriptions of their superheroes and seemed very engaged with the lesson. They were
also able to explain why these superheroes were their favourite and what made them
super. In Maths we have been looking at our number bonds to 10 and 20, and the boys
enjoyed learning these interactively on the whiteboard. The pupils showed good
communication skills, polite manners and teamwork when they had to participate in
activities in forest school. Mercury have had a good end to the week this week, well
done!

Jupiter: In Jupiter this week, the boys have worked on their volleyball skills and game
play. In PSHCE, Jupiter have been discussing why it is important to have ‘time to think’. In
forest school, Jupiter worked together and used good communication to build a ‘Guy
Fawkes’ for bonfire night. All week, Jupiter boys have shown good engagement, turn
taking, team work and supporting their peers. Well done Jupiter!

Saturn:

In Saturn this week, we have been focusing on our number bonds to 10
and 20 and we used different methods and prompts to help us
remember them. We then completed some written work based on
number bonds too. In English, during our Big Write, we had to write a
description of our favourite superhero. The boys came up with some
great describing words to use for their superheroes. In PSHCE, we have
been playing board games and discussed why it is important to take
‘Time to think’ as part of our social communication programme.
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Pluto:
Pluto this week have had a mostly positive week. In English they have been studying
instructional texts by looking at examples and identifying their features. We learnt
about imperative verbs that are used in instructions and that the texts are written in the
present tense. They then applied what they had learnt by writing a set of instructions to
rescue the Superhero that was trapped on the mountain. They came up with some
very imaginative rescue ideas. In Maths pupils solved a code in Roman numerals to
rescue the Black Panther. The boys learnt the symbols used in Roman numerals and
how to read the numbers. Well done Pluto for another good week and I look forward
to the next!

The first School Council breakfast meeting of the new academic year
took place on Thursday, with all the class representatives bringing
some valuable ideas and making decisions on how they think
Brantridge could improve and more importantly what is going well.
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour!
TOP OF THE LEAGUE

1st Felix, Taylor and Jayden

TITAN

MARS

King of the Credits

Jayden

King of the Credits

Felix/ Taylor

Star of the Week

Jayden

Star of the Week

Taylor

SATURN

MERCURY

King of the Credits

Blake

King of the Credits

Jacob

Star of the Week

Kaylum

Star of the Week

none

JUPITER

NEPTUNE

King of the Credits

Tyler

King of the Credits

Joe

Star of the Week

Toby

Star of the Week

Joe

Pluto
King of the Credits

Tyler

Star of the Week

none
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Therapies:
The whole school has been targeting ‘time to think’ this week in the Social
Communication Programme. I’m sure if you ask your child what this means they will tell
you. This target aims to support our pupils and staff team to give each other time to
think before giving an answer.

Next week the Social Communication Programme target is: ‘check it’.
This target is to support pupils to develop independence skills and encourage them to take on
responsibility for their own understanding and learning. This target prompts our pupils to check
they understand the instructions of what to do and what is expected of them. In addition it
allows for opportunities for them to check their quality of work at regular intervals.
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This week we’ve been completing a set of mini challenges in the woods and in class

Just a reminder that Forest
School takes place in all
weathers so please send in
labelled Wellington Boots
and Coats.

