BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN

Friday 2nd November 2018
2018

Dear Parent/Carer,

We hope you had a lovely half term. The pupils have returned in good
spirits and were very excited about Halloween.

On Wednesday afternoon, we had a range of Halloween activities for the
pupils to engage with and the majority of the pupils thoroughly enjoyed it.
Pupils and staff were allowed to change in to their costumes just before
lunch where Adrian Clover had cooked up a Halloween themed menu.
Each class then rotated around 8 activities:









Design a Pumpkin
Decorate a gingerbread biscuit
How many balloons can you hold?
Halloween trail with riddles to solve
Sensory trail
Apple Bobbing and Cauldron game
Pumpkin volcanoes
Toilet paper Mummy

If pupils engaged well with all the activities then there was a Halloween
goody bag to take home. See photos below.

In assembly today boys were informed about a community interest
company which we are supporting. On Monday 26th November, Ezekiel
Ewulo a long jumper from Nigeria will be spending the morning in school.
He will deliver an assembly on resilience and the hard work it has taken to
become a successful athlete. He will then conduct a 10 minute fitness
circuit with each class. We have sent home sponsor forms with each child
today and we would like to raise as much money as possible to support
this project and anything above the target raised can go towards projects
within school to further enrich their experience. If you would like to know
more about this please contact the school office or visit
www.sportsforchampions.com
Yours sincerely,

Danielle Harry

Assistant Head of Education
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Neptune:
We have had a great first week back. Keeping in the spirit of Halloween, this
week we have been focussing on Gothic Stories. The classroom was decorated
and the boys took inspiration from pictures and gothic stories that were read in
class. They really seemed to enjoy it and came up with some good ideas for their
independent writing. In maths, some of the boys are working on addition and
subtraction using different methods and others have been looking at linear
sequences and algebraic thinking. In science we have started looking at cells. For
geography we will be looking at maps and how to read them. We are hoping to
go on some kind of trail to use our map skills, later in the term. Next week, we
begin swimming lessons, which will be on a Wednesday afternoon.

Titan:
Titan have had a good first week back. They have worked hard
learning about factors and multiplication strategies. The boys were
summarising the events from folktales; they re-told stories using different
mediums. Titan class have also learnt about prepositions, and have
used them to show time, place and cause. The boys had a fantastic
time participating in the Halloween activities.

BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN
Saturn

We have had a great first week back. The boys have coped very well with
having the two pupils from Mars with us and they have welcomed them. We
have been learning about counting in 2s, 5s and 10s in Maths, recognising simple
fractions and adding/subtracting fractions. In English, we have written a recount
about Forest School and a set of instructions for Halloween; some of the boys
have focused on how to carve a pumpkin, and others on writing a set of
instructions on making a magic potion. All boys enjoyed the Halloween
afternoon, which was a great success. In Science we looked at the role of the
heart and how exercise has an impact on it. It was a great challenge for all boys
to find their pulse and count it during various activities.
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Pluto:
Pluto have had a lovely, positive start back and an enjoyable week celebrating
Halloween. In English we used the theme of Halloween to inspire their descriptions.
They used a spooky picture of a haunted house or graveyard to inspire their scene
setting writing. In Maths this week they have been building on their adding skills, using
column addition and challenging themselves to solve problems. In Art they followed
instructions to make a printing tool and created colourful firework images. The boys
have had a great week spending time as a class in activities and enjoying class
discussions. I look forward to more next week!

Mercury

Mercury have had some big changes this week, with new boys joining the class
and new teaching staff being put in place. So from this week onwards the
teacher in the class is Miss White and assisting is Mrs Fox. The boys have
appeared to cope very well with these changes. This week in English, we wrote a
recount of what we did in Forest School and wrote some scary stories about
Halloween. The describing words that the pupils were using were fantastic and
they were able to come up with some lovely sentences. In Maths, we have been
solving some word problems and working out what is one more and one less
from any given number. All of the boys appeared to enjoy the Halloween
afternoon that was put on, and all spoke about how enjoyable the activities
were that they did.

Jupiter: A really positive start to a very exciting term. We welcomed Marcus into Jupiter
this week who has been a positive learner and resilient young man in the face of
change. The pupils persevered with comparing metres, centimetres and millimetres
when measuring a range of objects, showing good super progress throughout the week.
“Ai” was our sound of the week and the boys showed a firm ability to sound, spell, read
and identify “ai” sounding words. We used the first frost of the year to go out and write
these words in the frost as part of our spelling test on Friday. A good week boys, keep
using your good choice strategies.
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour!
TOP OF THE LEAGUE

Felix, Jayden and Oliver
TITAN

MARS

King of the Credits

Jayden

King of the Credits

Star of the Week

Christopher

Star of the Week

SATURN/MARS

PLUTO

King of the Credits

Felix

King of the Credits

William

Star of the Week

none

Star of the Week

William

JUPITER

NEPTUNE

King of the Credits

Toby

King of the Credits

Joe

Star of the Week

Marcus

Star of the Week

Joe
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Therapies:
The whole school has been targeting ‘looking to listen’ over the past week in our Social
Communication Programme.
This target supports students to learn the social value of looking at the speaker when
they are talking. In my opinion, a lot of our students find this a difficult skill to master.

We discussed in class groups that if we do not not look at the speaker when they are
talking is considered rude. Also if you don’t look at someone when they are talking you
cannot identify any of the nonverbal cues e.g. facial expressions, gesture and
body language) that they may be expressing. This can lead to a breakdown in
communication. When at home make sure to model ‘looking to listen’ to your children
so that they learn from your role modelling. In addition, please use the phrase at home
‘looking to listen’ to remind our students that to they need to show you they are
listening by looking at you.
Next week the Social Communication Programme target is: ‘reword with respect’ - this
target is to allow pupils the opportunity to change an inappropriate message or
response to one that is more socially acceptable. We will tell you more about this in
next week’s bulletin.
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Forest School is child led and this week the boys have chosen to dig
for bones and explore, make bows and arrows, den building and
building a natural fence.

Just a reminder that Forest
School takes place in all
weathers so please send in
labelled Wellington Boots and
Coats.

